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APPENDIX D

Format for PSYOP Studies

PSYOP studies provide the analyst and the PSYOP planner a starting point to begin
their campaign planning process. These studies are produced either to address
long-term general background information or to address immediate short-term needs.
PSYOP studies are currently categorized as the BPS, the SPS, and the SPA.

Basic PSYOP Study

A BPS is a document that succinctly describes the most PSYOP-pertinent
characteristics of a country, geographical area, or region. (See Figure D-1,
pages D-2 through D-11, for the format of a BPS and an explanation of its
contents.) The BPS serves as an immediate reference for the planning and
conduct of PSYOP programs.

Special PSYOP Study

An SPS is a similar document, but it focuses either on a single topic (perhaps the
Dutch people throughout the world) or a specific aspect of a BPS (a township or
precinct, for example). The SPS format is the same as the BPS format.

Special PSYOP Assessment

An SPA is a PSYOP evaluation of the operational area conducted by PSYOP units
with supporting intelligence-gathering activities. It is required when conditions or
situations significant to PSYOP contingency planning or operations of a
politico-military nature reach the crisis or near-crisis stage. The SPA must be
completed as soon as such conditions are recognized. Since the SPA may influence
decisions pertaining to the situation or operation, it should concentrate on those
areas directly affecting the situation.

The SPA updates existing portions of a BPS or SPS and should be used in
conjunction with these documents for military contingency planning. The SPA has
no set format. It can follow the format of the BPS or, if it is to be electronically
transmitted, a format prescribed by the unified or joint command.
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